Understanding this Petition
	The same people who handed out these petitions will be back in about ½ hour to collect them.  Please read and sign it before then.  Thanks.


Summary


Please sign this petition if you would like to see America’s commercial space extended to include lunar resources.

Such a program would be the logical next step beyond NASA’s current commercial programs which have seen companies like SpaceX delivering supplies to the International Space Station.  But why stop at low Earth orbit?  Why not extend this success to include lunar resources?


This is not at all a crazy idea.  If NASA were to continue setting aside about 4% of its budget towards this next commercial program, private companies would rise to the occasion and develop the in-space infrastructure (specifically propellant) which will allow us to move into the solar system in a sustainable way.

Who’s Supporting This Petition


Here are just a few of the individuals who have signed the petition so far:

Bob Richards (VP, Boeing)

David Livingston (Host of The Space Show)

Dave Huntsman (Employee, NASA Glen Research Center)

Success So Far


Many people agree that NASA’s current commercial programs are some of its most successful efforts.  In the last seven years, NASA has helped several private companies to 
develop the rockets which are now beginning to deliver cargo
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Success So Far


Many people agree that NASA’s current commercial programs are some of its most successful efforts.  In the last seven years, NASA has helped several private companies to 
to the International Space Station (ISS).  Steady progress is being made by three of these companies to then deliver crew to the ISS.  As a result, these companies are developing new space business including satellite launches and orbital tourism while also providing NASA with a lower cost means of sending cargo, humans, and robots into space.

Cis-lunar Space


The space between low Earth orbit and the lunar surface is called “cis-lunar space”.  This is where our country has most of its orbiting space assets.  However, we don’t yet have the ability to service these assets. So, for example, say that a geosynchronous satellite eventual breaks down.  Too bad, just have to build a new one from scratch and launch it.  Instead of spending hundreds of millions of dollars to do that, we could just repair them IF we were to have the cis-lunar infrastructure this petition calls for.

Lunar Resource Development


We now know that the Moon has large amount of water frozen in the permanently shadowed craters of its poles.  Using telerobotics, this ice can be harvested ad processed into rocket fuel.  This could refuel lunar landers which would then take this propellant anywhere between the Moon and Earth orbit.  Having the propellant already in space completely changes what we can do.  Lunar and even Martian settlement starts to look feasible (i.e. economically cost-effective).


Many knowledgeable space advocates have known that this can be done.  Now we just need a NASA lunar commercial program to make it a reality.
Contact Info: DougSpace007@gmail.com
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